
Name _____________________  Date _________________________ 

Tons of Free Math Worksheets at: © www.mathworksheetsland.com 

 Tally - Guided Lesson Explanation 

 

Explanation#1 

Count the number of police hats. For each police hat, make a tally mark by 
drawing a single, vertical line. If the count becomes greater than 4, then 
draw a diagonal line over the previous 4 vertical lines. The combination that 
you form this way is called a “unit:” this is a group of 5 objects. 

 In the question, there are 6 police hats. We draw one unit and one tally 
mark, and circle the number 6.   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Explanation#2 

Count the number of roses. For each rose, make a tally mark by drawing a 
single, vertical line. If the count becomes greater than 4, then draw a 
diagonal line over the previous 4 vertical lines. The combination that you 
form this way is called a “unit:” this is a group of 5 objects. 

 In the question, there are 4 roses. We draw four lines, and circle the 
number 4.   
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Explanation#3 

Count the number of flashlights. For each flashlight, make a tally mark by 
drawing a single, vertical line. If the count becomes greater than 4, then 
draw a diagonal line over the previous 4 vertical lines.  

The combination that you form this way is called a “unit:” this is a group of 5 
objects. In the question, there are 5 flashlights. We draw one unit, and circle 
the number 5.   
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