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 Basic Operations and Equivalent Expressions - Guided Lesson Explanation 

Explanation#1 

We have to apply the distributive property to the expressions. 

The expression is:  (9a + 54 b) 

Find a common number or variable that you can use. We are looking for an 
integer that can easily be divided.  

9 is a common number (between 9 and 54).  

When we divide 9 we will get: 

We will get the answer: 9(a + 6b) 

 

Explanation#2 

We have to apply the properties of operations to produce the equivalent 
expression: 

The expression is: (x + x + x) / 3 

Let’s rewrite it by adding all the xs together:    3x / 3 

 

 Explanation#3 

We have to apply the distributive property to the expression to produce the 
equivalent expression. 

The expression is: 3(5 + x) 

Now multiply 3 with both the numbers since 3 is outside the bracket. 

 

15 + 3x 

The answer will be: ‘b’ 

 


